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What flaws render a person truly unfit to hold public office?

From Page 1

ment industry rather than govern-
ment. It is also that each public
lynching propagates two perni-
cious untruths: (1) that it is realis-
tic to expect to find talented pub-
lic servants who possess no
embarrassing personal weakness-
es; and (2) that all vices are some-
how equal, that lying to one’s
spouse is as bad in a public ser-
vant as lying under oath.

The latter untruth is probably
the bigger worry. People point to
Eliot Spitzer and say that his
hypocrisy shows that government
officials are the problem and that
our government needs to be as

small and weak as possible. But
the issue is not whether Mr.
Spitzer or any elected official
falls short of the ideal. Everyone
does. Our views about govern-
ment cannot be overly shaped by
disappointment in some of the
people who hold office. The issue
is what sorts of flaws render a
person truly unfit for public
office. That is the national conver-
sation that is long overdue. In
considering Mr. Spitzer’s political
future, do we ignore his many
years of able service as Attorney
General? Is his transgression of a
kind that makes him unfit ever to
serve again? More generally, is a
person unfit for leadership
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because he has solicited sex in an
airport restroom? Because,
through misrepresentation, he led
the country into a costly war?
Can we accept as senior Justice
Department officials lawyers who
tell the President what he or she
wants to hear? Is having sex with
a prostitute more disqualifying
than condoning torture or refusing
to level with the American people
about global warming? What do
we expect of a federal judge?
Can opponents of a nominee only
defeat the nomination by airing
some personal scandal? Is an ath-
lete with a gambling problem on a
par with an athlete with a steroid
problem?

What level of virtue do we
expect of our leaders and icons?
Must they be more than able, tal-

ented and diligent? Must they be
better people than we are in every
respect? Must they be as good as
we pretend we are?

Paul R. Dubinsky is a professor
of law at Wayne State University
Law School. Before coming to
Wayne in 2005, he was an associ-
ate professor at New York Law
School and an adjunct professor
at Georgetown University Law
Center. Prior to his career in
teaching and scholarship, Dubin-
sky was an associate at Wilmer,
Cutler & Pickering and a law
clerk to U.S. Court of Appeals
Judge Jon O. Newman, Second
Circuit. He is a graduate of Yale
College, Harvard Law School,
and the Universiteit Katholieke of
Leuven, Belgium.
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Goal is to develop bridges
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The exchanges are through
MSU’s Center for Advanced
Study of International Develop-
ment (CASID), a multidiscipli-
nary unit in the College of Social
Science organized in cooperation
with the Office of the Dean of
International Studies and Pro-
grams. CASID promotes and
coordinates the study of issues
related to international develop-
ment from the perspective of the
social sciences and liberal arts.

Ann Allegra, international pro-
gram coordinator with CASID,
said the exchanges were made
possible through a grant from the
Bureau of Educational and Cul-
tural Affairs of the U.S. Depart-
ment of State.

The purpose of the Mali trip is
“to learn more about Islamic prac-
tice and culture and to continue to
develop professional and personal
linkages for sustained interac-
tion.”
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“We asked Shereef to join us,
and he accepted,” Allegra said.

Akeel will be joined by Dawud
Walid, executive director of Coun-
cil on American-Islamic Relations
of Michigan (CAIR-MI); Ponsella
Hardaway, executive director of
M.O.S.E.S (Metropolitan Orga-
nizing Strategy Enabling
Strength), a faith-based nonprofit
civic organization; Stephen
Esquith, dean of the Residential
College in the Arts and Humani-
ties; Islamic history professor
Emine Evered; and Austin Jack-
son, a lecturer in African and
Islamic studies. Allegra will be
going in place of her boss,
CASID Director Robert Glew,
who had prior commitments.

“To be part of this during your
legal career and at the end of the
day being able to contribute in
some manner is just wonderful,”
Akeel said. “These are further
efforts at developing bridges
between Africa and the United
States.”

Penalty phase opens in serial shooter case
Prosecutors still planning to seek death penalty

BY AMANDA LEE MYERS
Associated Press Writer

PHOENIX (AP) — One of two
men convicted in a series of ran-
dom nighttime slayings that terri-
fied this desert city should be
spared the death penalty because
he tried to right his wrongs, a
defense lawyer argued Wednes-
day.

Jurors heard from attorney
Maria Schaffer at the beginning of
the penalty phase trial for Samuel
Dieteman, who pleaded guilty to
two murders in metro Phoenix’s
Serial Shooter attacks in 2005 and
2006.

Dieteman was the key witness
against co-defendant Dale Haus-
ner, who was sentenced to six
death sentences earlier this year
for the random 14-month shooting
spree that left six people dead and
19 others injured.

Prosecutors said they would
still pursue the death penalty
against him despite his guilty plea
and testimony. Dieteman is hop-
ing jurors will spare him because
of his cooperation. The penalty
phase of his trial is expected to

take more than a week.

The dozens of attacks
unnerved Phoenix investigators
tried to crack the case. Prosecu-
tors said Hausner preyed on
pedestrians, bicyclists, dogs and
horses during the 14-month con-
spiracy that occasionally included
Dieteman.

Schaffer assured jurors that
sentencing her 33-year-old client
to life in prison would not be let-
ting him off easy.

“His life will be hell either as a
lifer or on death row,” she said.

She showed jurors a picture of
Dieteman well before the attacks,
standing on a beach with a dog
and repeatedly told them her
client was a loved son, husband
and father.

Schaffer said Dieteman spi-
raled out of control when he met
Hausner, 36, saying Dieteman was
“living under the awful specter of
Dale’s influence.”

Prosecutor Vince Imbordino
began his opening statement by
meticulously describing various
Serial Shooter attacks and Diete-
man’s behavior.

“Sam Dieteman was drinking

and using drugs and he was shoot-
ing people or he was with Dale
Hausner while he was shooting
people,” he said. “That was the
majority of his life.”

Imbordino also showed jurors
graphic pictures of the victims’
wounds and talked about the pain
they would have experienced.

Authorities say Dieteman and
Hausner preyed on pedestrians,
bicyclists and animals in attacks
that ended in August 2006 when
both men were arrested at the
apartment they shared in Mesa.
Inside, police found guns, news
clippings of the killings and a city
map marked with the locations of
some of the shootings.

As the serial killings were
occurring, police attributed 23
more attacks, including nine slay-
ings, to an assailant dubbed the
Baseline Killer.

Mark Goudeau was arrested
and charged with those killings in
September 2006. He was convict-
ed of two sexual assaults authori-
ties linked to the Baseline Killer,
but Goudeau still faces trial on
nine murder counts. He has plead-
ed not guilty.

Cops: Suspects didn’t expect cameras
Surveillance system was not disabled as planned

By BiLL KAczor
Associated Press Writer

PENSACOLA, Fla. (AP) —
The accomplice assigned to turn
off surveillance cameras before an
elaborate, deadly break-in at a
sprawling Florida Panhandle
home never showed up, but the
seven people accused in the crime
apparently did not know that,
authorities said Wednesday.

Melanie and Byrd Billings,
known for adopting a large brood
of children with special needs,
were shot to death about a week
ago. An extensive surveillance
system captured footage of
masked men — some dressed as
ninjas — slipping into front and
back doors at the home and steal-
ing a safe, among other items.

The men were in the nine-bed-
room house for just four minutes
and on the property for 10,
Escambia County Sheriff David
Morgan said. Video captured dur-
ing that time led investigators to a
red van used as a getaway car and
eventually to the suspects.

Morgan said investigators have
been pondering “the huge gap” in
what was otherwise a precise,
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methodical crime for which the
suspects had trained 30 days.
They were a loosely connected
group of mostly day laborers who
knew each other through a power
washing business and an auto
detailing operation.

“The execution was basically
flawless,” Morgan said at a press
conference. “The one gaping hole
that would not have made this a
perfect operation, if you will, was
the fact that the surveillance sys-
tem was not disabled. I guess the
question was why was it not?”’

Investigators have not said
what was in the safe or what else
was taken from the house. Mor-
gan said they also don’t know the
identity of the mysterious person
assigned to turn off the camera
system or why that person didn’t
show up.

Also Wednesday, Morgan
asked for the public’s help in find-
ing a real estate agent named
Pamela Laverne Long. Police do
not believe she was at the house
the night the Billingses were
killed but they do believe she
rented property to one of the sus-
pects, 35-year-old Leonard Gon-
zalez Jr., whom Morgan described

as a “pivotal person” in the opera-
tion.

Morgan also said they are
looking for a second person of
interest, though he didn’t identify
that person. He said investigators
believe Long has “significant and
substantial information” needed
to conclude the case.

Nine of the couple’s 13 adopt-
ed children were home during the
break-in. Three saw the intruders
but were not hurt. The couple also
had four children from previous
marriages.

State Attorney Bill Eddins has
said he will ask a grand jury to
indict all those arrested on first-
degree murder charges in the
Billings’ shooting deaths. He said
robbery was the main motive.

The suspects range in age from
16 to 56. One, Donnie Ray Stall-
worth, was with the Air Force
Special Operations Command
with an aircraft maintenance
squadron at Hurlburt Field near
Fort Walton Beach. It wasn’t clear
how he knew the others. Stall-
worth had been deployed to Iraq
and Afghanistan five times since
2002, an Air Force spokesman
said.
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